Circumsinus branch: a convenient source of baro- and chemoreceptor activity in dogs.
We found a branch of the carotid sinus nerve in 44 of 48 dogs. We propose that this branch be referred to as the "circumsinus" branch of the carotid sinus nerve. Both chemoreceptor and baroreceptor activity were detected in this branch during electrophysiological recording efforts utilizing classic nerve recording techniques. Its convenient location permits whole nerve or single unit recording without having to transect, dissect, or even expose the carotid sinus nerve. Carotid baroreceptor and chemoreceptor activity can be monitored with most of the carotid bifurcation's neural pathways intact.